Tudor Squares AGM 13/10/16 – Section reports

Beginners 
On Thursday 17 December 13 new dancers graduated, having learnt the Basic and Mainstream programmes.  Debbie Peel, plus resident ‘angels’ Michael Ginger, Paul Beddall, Barbara Jones and Pat Carey had taken them through, and rehearsed all the moves over fourteen months. 

 The students were welcomed into Mainstream with an evening of dancing, with nearly 50 other members of the club, led by the regular Mainstream caller, Phil Peel, supported by both Debbie and Becky Peel. 

The new graduates have integrated smoothly into Mainstream.  While, as a group the dancers get on really well, so much so that, as well as continuing to dance at Mainstream, they’ve been out for lunch together on two occasions. 
A new group of Beginners will be recruited in September, again with Debbie teaching the moves.  Advertisements will be placed in local magazines and on the club’s website.  However, word of mouth recommendation is by far the best source of new blood.  

Mainstream
Most of the year the section had three to four squares, with numbers boosted by the arrival of the new graduates in January.  Numbers dropped to two squares during the summer due to holidays and people wanting a break from their regular activities.  Also there were a few longer term absentees due to ill health or family issues. 
People dancing at the back of the hall commented that they can hear better since Phil brought in a second speaker. In addition to Phil, dancers enjoyed Becky's and Debbie's calling one or two tips most evenings. Sometimes it seems that calls are simple, but even those can cause problems. But we do dance from non-standard positions and challenge the dancers. 
It would be helpful to the group if there were more experienced dancers attending, as this would raise the confidence and competence of dancers as a whole.  People are strongly encouraged to request to practice any particular move they are not sure of. 

Mood in the evening is always good; people come as much to socialise and chat as to dance. 

Thanks to everyone who helped with the smooth running of the Mainstream dance in April.  And particular thanks to Brian and Pauline O’Ready for always offering and helping out at on Thursday nights, especially while Elena was ill earlier in the year.  
Plus

The plus section continues to thrive with usually at least three squares dancing and more often four, with a mixture of open and card system tips to mix up the dancers.  Susie and Simon Kelly do the vast majority of the calling, with occasional contributions from Andrew Agathangelou.  More recently Paul Beddall has been trying his hand at calling with considerable promise.
The main challenge of Monday nights seems to be to cater for the wide range of ability and enthusiasm.  In an attempt to address these issues two workshops were planned to encourage less confident dancers.  The first was held in August, with Andrew undertaking most of the calling .   Susie said: “I kept reminding them that we are aiming for confidence and not needing others to be there to help all the time.  They must stand on their own feet, not other peoples'!!”
In addition to the Plus dance in October with Rob Branson calling, during the year the section held two ticket only dances with guest callers at the weekly club night. We were delighted to welcome two American callers, while they were in the UK for other events, Bronc Wise in January and Vic Ceder in April.  The latter attracted more dancers, with six squares, on the night, even though more tickets wee sold for the former!
Advanced

During this year we have been delighted to welcome a square of new Advance level dancers to the section.

Of the 38 dancers in the Group, 7 are also members of the Challenge section. 

We dance at Gadebridge on a Friday evening and are grateful to our Callers, Trudy & Simon Fielding and our Tape Leader Alan Jackson for the interesting choreography and fun evenings they provide for us.  Also for their willingness and help in integrating our new dancers. 

Our dancers have attended several square dance holidays and weekends throughout the year and several attended the European Square Dance Convention in Stratford-upon-Avon.  

All Club events have had attendees from the section. 

Particular thanks to Jean & Alan Jackson and Michael Ginger who help me with the smooth running of the Section. 

Challenge

We dance at Kings Langley Community Centre on a Tuesday evening and there are currently 15 dancers and one non-dancing member in the group.

Throughout the year most of us have attended square dance weekends and holidays specialising in the “C” Programme and several of us attended the European Square Dance Convention.  In January we held our own day of Challenge dancing with Caller Bronc Wise from USA. Dancers came from as far away as Bristol, Suffolk and Nottingham. Our thanks go to Michael Ginger for organising the event.   

Group members have attended and enjoyed all Club events throughout the year. 

During the year Trudy Fielding found that pressure of work meant she no longer had the time to call for us; we miss her and thank her for her calling over the years.  Simon Fielding and our Tape Leader Alan Jackson have continued to provide us with inventive choreography and we thank them both for the support they give us.  Thanks are also due to Nancy & Angus MacIver who provide us with refreshments, Michael Ginger who is the key-holder for the hall and Daphne Smith who picks up the administration when I am on holiday.   

Callers
We have been very lucky at Tudor Squares to now have extra callers, Andrew getting well established, and Paul who is just getting started.  I expect those of you who saw Andrew start dancing all those years ago, can hardly believe he’s the same man.  He has worked so hard on his choreography and has now developed his own singing style, unique to him.  He is becoming a much loved character on the local Square Dance stage. I believe Paul will develop in much the same way.  Give him 2-3 years calling experience and he will amaze us too, I’m sure.  Debbie and Becky are also fairly new to calling and both are developing their skills with a much stronger voice now. 

The Plus group had a day of workshops in August.  We, Andrew and I, tried to cover every Plus move that time and on the 22nd of this month we will try to cover in more depth some of the bigger moves. 

I hope people are able to recognise in themselves their needs to improve their ability to dance the Plus moves with confidence. We have room for one or two more dancers to make up the second square.  So do consider attending the day, free of charge, at Gadebridge Community Centre. 

I’m not sure when it will happen but our good friend Alan Jackson, who is not actually a caller, but a whiz at running recorded voices for us to dance to occasionally, is to have open heart surgery sometime soon. We all send him our best wishes for a successful outcome and quick recovery. We look forward to more interesting choices of callers’ voices at our social events next Spring and Summer.
